Committee: Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

Issue: Deepening and Expanding International Exchange and Partnership in Education
within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

Introduction

Education represents a fundamental pillar for fostering mutual understanding, stability,
and sustainable development within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. The SCO,
comprising eight member states (China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, India, and Pakistan), encompasses over 3.5 billion people and significant
economic potential. However, educational systems across member states remain
fragmented, with limited institutional frameworks for systematic academic exchange and
collaborative research. The deepening and expansion of international educational
partnerships within the SCO framework has become strategically crucial for addressing
shared challenges such as terrorism, drug trafficking, and climate change while
simultaneously promoting regional stability and prosperity. Enhanced educational
cooperation facilitates knowledge transfer, capacity building, and the development of a
shared regional identity grounded in mutual respect for cultural and historical diversity.

Definition of Key Terms

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) — a regional intergovernmental organization
established in 2001, comprising member states committed to multilateral cooperation in
security, economic development, and cultural exchange.

For additional information please visit website of the SCO: https://sectsco.org/

Educational Partnership — formal agreements and collaborative frameworks between
educational institutions, governments, and organizations to promote student and faculty
mobility, curriculum alignment, research collaboration, and knowledge exchange.

International Exchange Program — organized initiatives enabling students, researchers, and
educators to study, work, or conduct research in partner institutions across SCO member
states.

Academic Mobility — the movement of students, scholars, and academic professionals
across borders for educational and research purposes, including degree programs, short-
term exchanges, and collaborative projects.



https://sectsco.org/

Capacity Building in Education — systematic efforts to strengthen educational institutions'
capabilities through training, resource provision, infrastructure development, and institutional
cooperation.

Multilateral Educational Cooperation — collaborative educational initiatives involving multiple
SCO member states working toward common objectives in research, curriculum
development, and institutional development.

Cultural and Scientific Diplomacy — the use of educational and cultural exchanges as
diplomatic tools to build mutual understanding, trust, and long-term partnerships between
nations.

Background Information

The history of educational cooperation within the SCO framework dates to the
organization's founding in 2001, though systematic educational initiatives emerged more
prominently after 2005. The SCO Charter and subsequent declarations have progressively
emphasized education as a strategic priority, yet implementation has faced significant
challenges.

Current situation is characterized by:

e Institutional fragmentation: educational systems across SCO member states
operate under different standards, quality assurance mechanisms, and curricula,
creating barriers to meaningful exchange and mutual recognition of qualifications.

e Limited mobility frameworks: while student exchange programs exist, they remain
modest in scale and primarily bilateral rather than multilateral, affecting only a small
percentage of the region's youth.

e Language barriers: linguistic diversity across member states (Mandarin, Russian,
Hindi, Kyrgyz, Tajik, Uzbek, Kazakh, Urdu) complicates academic communication and
cooperation.

e Resource disparities: significant economic differences between member states
create inequalities in educational quality and access to advanced facilities and
technologies.

e Digital divide: uneven technological infrastructure development limits distance
learning and virtual collaboration opportunities across the region.

e Growing strategic importance: rising geopolitical competition and the COVID-19
pandemic have underscored the critical need for strengthened regional educational
networks as alternatives to Western-dominated systems.

e Youth demographic: the SCO region contains approximately 800 million young
people aged 15-24, representing immense potential for regional integration through
education.



Major Countries and Organizations Involved

Key SCO member states driving educational cooperation:

China — hosts the largest number of international students from SCO countries;
initiated the SCO University Consortium; actively promotes Confucius Institutes across
the region; leads technological and research initiatives.

Russia — maintains extensive Soviet-era educational networks with Central Asian
states; actively recruits students from SCO member countries; leading in STEM and
advanced research partnerships.

Kazakhstan — positioned as a regional educational hub; hosts multiple international
universities; actively participates in multilateral initiatives; sponsors scholarships for
regional students.

India — increasingly engaged in educational exchanges with SCO members; offers
scholarships through bilateral agreements; active in technology and research
collaboration.

Uzbekistan — undergoing educational reforms; seeking to enhance international
partnerships; hosts educational institutions with multilateral participation.

Key SCO Institutions and Mechanisms:

SCO University Consortium — established to promote academic cooperation,
student exchange, and joint research among member state universities.

SCO Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS) — increasingly involved in
educational programs addressing radicalization and security-related training.

SCO Youth Forum — platform for youth engagement and educational dialogue.

SCO Council of Heads of Government — approves educational cooperation
programs and strategic initiatives.

UNESCO and other international organizations — collaborate with SCO on
educational development and standardization initiatives.

Relevant Treaties and UN Resolutions

Key SCO documents and international agreements:

SCO Charter (2002) — establishes organizational principles including commitment to
mutual respect, cooperation in cultural and educational spheres, and sustainable
development.

Declaration on the Establishment of the SCO University Consortium (2005) —
formal framework for multilateral educational cooperation among member state
universities.



The Agreement between the Governments of the SCO Member States on
Cooperation in the Field of Education (2006). This document provides a legal basis
for educational cooperation and exchange within the organization, defining its main
content and forms.

The concept of the SCO University (2008) is a program document adopted at the
meeting of the Ministers of Education of the SCO member states on October 24, 2008,
in Astana. The goal is to coordinate the training of highly qualified personnel based on
agreed-upon innovative educational programs in fields of priority interest for the
economic and social development of the SCO member states.

SCO Programme of Cooperation in Culture (2008) — includes education as integral
component of cultural exchange and mutual understanding.

Agreement on Educational Cooperation within the SCO (2011) — comprehensive
framework addressing student mobility, academic credential recognition, and
curriculum harmonization.

SCO Strategy for Development until 2025 — identifies education and human
development as strategic priorities for regional stability and prosperity.

UN Sustainable Development Goal 4 — "Quality Education” — aligns with SCO
educational objectives for inclusive, equitable education.

UNESCO's Recommendation concerning Education for Sustainable
Development (2017) — referenced in SCO cooperation frameworks for education
guality standards.

Regional Convention on Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok Convention, 1995) — provides
framework for academic credential recognition applicable to SCO context.

Declaration of the SCO Heads of Government on Cooperation in Education
(2019) — reaffirms commitment to deepening educational partnerships and
addressing emerging challenges.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue

Prior initiatives and outcomes:

At the SCO institutional level:

SCO University Consortium (established 2005) — brought together universities
from member states to facilitate research SCO University Consortium (established
2005) collaboration and student exchange. While symbolically significant, the
consortium has faced challenges in achieving substantive outcomes due to funding
limitations and institutional coordination difficulties.



The SCO University (2008) is a network of higher education institutions of the SCO
member states that implement joint educational programs in priority areas (regional
studies, ecology, energy, IT technologies, etc.). Students enrolled in the University's
program have the opportunity to continue their education at a foreign partner university
for at least one semester from any semester. Dual degree programs are also available,
where students receive both a degree from their home university and a degree from a
foreign university if they have spent at least 30% of their study time at the foreign
university.

SCO Student Exchange Programs — various bilateral and multilateral exchange
initiatives have operated with modest participation rates (approximately 50,000-80,000
students annually across all SCO countries, compared to millions in other regional
organizations). Programs remain fragmented and lack comprehensive
standardization.

Multilingual Education Initiatives — attempts to establish English as a working
language and promote mutual language learning. Limited success due to resistance
to English as a "Western" language and insufficient investment in language
infrastructure.

Joint Research Projects — collaborative research initiatives in areas such as
counterterrorism, environmental science, and technology. While producing some
success, these remain limited in scope and impact.

At the national level:

Bilateral Educational Agreements — individual SCO member states have
established partnerships with one another (e.g., Russia-China student exchange,
India-Kazakhstan academic cooperation). These have achieved moderate success
but remain isolated initiatives.

Scholarship Programs — China, Russia, and Kazakhstan offer scholarships to
students from other SCO member states, though numbers remain modest relative to
needs.

Technology Transfer Initiatives — limited programs in digital education and e-
learning infrastructure development, particularly in Central Asian states.

Challenges and limitations of existing efforts:

Insufficient funding: educational cooperation programs lack adequate financial
resources for meaningful expansion and sustainability.

Credential recognition gaps: absence of comprehensive mutual recognition
agreements for academic qualifications across member states complicates student
mobility.



e Brain drain concerns: some member states fear that expanded education exchange
will lead to permanent emigration of talented youth.

e Geopolitical tensions: occasional bilateral disputes between member states
negatively impact educational cooperation and institutional relationships.

e Infrastructure inequality: significant disparities in educational infrastructure quality
between developed and developing member states create participation barriers.

e Quality assurance inconsistencies: lack of unified quality standards and
accreditation frameworks limits mutual confidence in educational partnerships.

e Limited corporate sector engagement: insufficient involvement of businesses in
educational partnership development restricts practical skill development and
employment opportunities.

Positive developments and emerging trends:
e Growing recognition among member state governments of education's strategic
importance for regional integration and security.

e Expansion of digital platforms and virtual exchange opportunities, particularly post-
COVID-19, enabling broader participation.

e Increased youth activism demanding greater educational opportunities and cross-
border collaboration.

e Successful pilot projects demonstrating the feasibility of expanded cooperation (e.g.,
joint degree programs between universities in different member states).

e Growing engagement of civil society organizations in facilitating educational
networking and grassroots initiatives.

Emerging private sector initiatives complementing government-led programs.

Path forward:

Despite challenges, the foundation exists for significantly deepening educational
partnerships within the SCO framework. Enhanced coordination mechanisms, increased
funding commitments, and political will from member states could transform educational
cooperation into a transformative force for regional integration and mutual prosperity.



